
EDUCATIONAL BOOK 
FOR CHILDREN & AND 
DOG LOVERS ABOUT 

DOG’S FEELINGS

STORY ABOUT LOVE, FRIENDSHIP AND A 

PUPPY SEARCHING FOR HAPPINESS



‘A DOG IS THE 
ONLY THING ON 
EARTH THAT 
LOVES YOU MORE 
THAN HE LOVES 
HIMSELF.’

JOSH BILLINGS 

(A.K.A. HENRY 

WHEELER SHAW, 

HUMORIST AND 

LECTURER)
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WHY IS A DOG AND CHILD A 
GOOD IDEA?

A dog can be a good 

partner for a child in 

exploring the world 

and help manage 

behavioural problems.

Dogs teach kids all 

about responsibility 

and allow them to 

improve their 

emotional 

intelligence over 

time. 

Petting and 

cuddling an 

animal can 

reduce feelings 

of anxiety and 

stress .

Research 

results confirm 

that having a 

dog reduces a 

child's feeling 

of loneliness.

Dog has positive 

impact on the 

physical and 

emotional 

development of a 

child, regardless 

of the age.
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WHO IS AN AUTHOR?

• Since the age of 12, Renata dreamed of publishing 

her own novel to raise money for dog and children’s 

charities. 

• Her idea was to explore how the world, and our lives, 

would look through the perspective of a dog 

searching for a home against the backdrop of World 

War II. 

• The book itself has an educational purpose - it 

presents the relationship between humans and 

animals.
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ABOUT THE BOOK & PROJECT

"Hector, A Dog’s Story" is a moving 
story about what is really important
in life and what values we should 

follow in our lives.

The story begins during World War 
II and is told from the perspective 

of a dog.

The book deals with difficult topics in 
children's literature, including death, 

god, loss, friendship and abandonment.

Colorful illustrations designed by 
award-winning Indonesian illustrator.

The author consulted psychologists 
and gathered feedback from parents 

and children, as well as animal lovers, 

Close cooperation with well-known 
American editor, Mary Kole. 

Story is supported by 11 
organizations, including seven 

charity foundations

https://marykole.com/
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KEY NUMBERS

SINCE ITS 

PREMIERE IN 

AUGUST 2020, 

THE BOOK IS 

READ IN OVER 15 

COUNTRIES ON 5 

CONTINENTS

PATRONAGE OF 11 

ORGANIZATIONS, 

INCLUDING 7 

CHARITY 

FOUNDATIONS 

(ANIMAL AND 

CHILDREN'S).

OVER 30 

PUBLICATIONS 

ABOUT THE 

BOOK IN UK & 

INTERNATIONAL 

PRESS

THE BOOK IS 

AVAILABLE IN 

OVER 16 

LIBRARIES IN 

POLAND & UK

POSITIVE 

REVIEWS FROM 8 

LEADING BOOK 

BLOGGERS 

WORLDWIDE. 

SALE OF 

OVER 500 

BOOKS BY

SELF-

PUBLISHING
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THEY WROTE ABOUT BOOK

VICTOR JUNIOR 
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THE BOOK IS PART OF DOG’S 
MENTORING PROGRAM FOR 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS
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LET’S 
LOOK 
INSIDE
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THEY SAID
I regret my daughter is already too big to 
read her fairy tales, because I have no 
doubt that Hector's story would be our 
favourite! 

Anna Samusionek, actress & mother

It raises thought-provoking questions – often quite challenging
– that children can ask themselves as they join Hector on his
journey. Through a dog’s eyes, they discover that life has both
its ups and downs, but through determination and love,
everything will be fine.
Amy Smith, dog lover & behaviourist

The story of Hector and his friends is read in one 
breath. I am fascinated by the way this dog is shown, 
the world of his imagination as if it is so simple and 
obvious, yet it forces you to reflect. I really like the 
reference to the war in such a veiled way, God, 
ordinary and simple good or an attempt to explain 
why we sometimes encounter bad things. 
Aneta Marczewska, teacher & mum of 2 old 

I would recommend this book to any 
other child who is as dog mad as me! 
Georgia Craddock, age 9

This is a beautiful, 
educational story about a 
dog named Hector, whose 
history after the first chapter 
of the book shows that the 
dog world is not so different 
from ours. 
Souvik Chowdhury, father

I read the story together with 
my daughter. I expected a simple 
story about the animals and 
their life. But we were involved 
in a dramatic and touching flow 
of events. It was hard to stop 
reading, 
Eugenia Orlova & daughter 
Kristina, age 6



’NEVER TRUST 
ANYONE WHOSE TV IS
BIGGER THAN THEIR 
BOOKSHELF’
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BUT WHAT IS IT REALLY ABOUT?

• Education is the key to everything. An educated society is a better society.

• Developing empathy and respect for animals from an early age.

• There should be no taboos in children's literature.

• An open and close dialogue between a parent or a teacher and a child has a positive 

effect on their development.

• Reading makes us think and feel in new and different ways. 

• Awakened imagination is the greatest magic.



Hector, A Dog’s Story is punctuated with the joys and 
sadness's of life, his gentle and questioning nature 
throughout the narrative helps readers explore his 

experiences and reflect along with him as they happen.

It is a great tool for gentle exploration of difficult themes 
through a third party as well as being a heart-warming tale. 

At Westminster Children’s University we have seen first-
hand the children's reactions to the story and the self-

reflective comments it has elicited .

The children have universally enjoyed and engaged with 
Hector and his journey. We offer dog mentoring alongside 

the workshops and book and find the text to be a 
complimentary tool in the mentoring process. A great way 
to explore themes and promote empathy for our amazing 

furry friend and others.

Stella Wilson, Queen’s Park Primary, Manager of 

Westminster Children’s University



Internal

WORKSHOPS WITH CHILDREN

Goal: Developing empathy 

among children

Timing: 45 – 60 min

Cost: Free of charge
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THANK YOU!

www.hectorandfriends.com


